
Favorite quips and 

quotes: 

 

If you have ever hiked 

with Will Rietveld you 

will recognize some of 

these phrases: 

“I wanted to make more 

of a hike out of it.” 

 

“There should be a trail 

here pretty soon.” 

 

“I’ve studied it on the 

map and it looks do-

able.” 

 

This is most of the 

elevation gain…just a 

little up and down on the 

ridge.” 

 

“We’re going up there 

where that cloud is.” 

 

Observation by Dave 

Rich on Haflin Creek 

Trail hike in November 

2002: 

John Martin wore 5-

pound weights on each 

ankle on the 3,000-foot 

climb to Missionary 

Ridge to get in shape for  

skiing.  On the way back 

down, the group 

encounters Chap 

Peterson coming up 

wearing 5-pound 

weights on each ankle, 

plus an exercise vest 

weighing 50 pounds! 

Dave is scratching his 

head wondering just how 

athletic can we get? 

 

Dell Manners embodies 

the spirit that redefines 

the word “senior.” Her 

philosophy is “Once you 

get over the hill, you 

pick up speed!” 

 

Response from Jane 

Marie’s doctor in 

Florida after she sent 

him pictures from one of 

her recent S.O! hikes: 

 “Seniors in Colorado 

are different than seniors 

in Florida.” 

 

Ft Lewis students who 

got in with our lead 

snowshoers when hiking 

up Pass Creek Trail: 

“You guys are killing 

us!” 

 

Over heard from one of 

our female hikers while 

going through a very 

narrow slot in Utah 

known as Chaps Crack: 

“I’m glad I didn’t get 

those implants!” 

 

Will Rietveld’s 

pronouncement on the 

moderate rating given to 

John Martin’s Snowshoe 

hikes: “We need a new 

rating for your snowshoe 

hikes; MMA, Moderate 

My Ass!” 

Leadership skill 

employed exclusively by 

John Martin: Allowing 

snowshoe hikers to 

warm up their cold 

hands on his belly. 

Connie Webbe can 

attest to this! 

 

John Martin 

accompanied Eighty-

five-year-old John 

Montle on a scouting 

trip up Hogsback as a 

possible S.O! hike. 

Noting the steepness of 

the trail, John Martin 

asked “Are you sure you 

want to take the group 

up here? You know there 

are people in their 

seventies in this club!” 

 

Fond Memory: 

Dessert and tea at 

Howard Drake’s house 

in Silverton after every 

hike Howard ever lead. 

He provided coffee or 

tea, chocolate cherry 

cake and cream cheese 

blueberry pie, served on 

his best china with 

sterling silver flatware. 

 

Club Philosophy: 

Leadership in Seniors 
Outdoors should be no 

harder than taking your 

friends for a hike.  

That is one reason we try 

not to have too many 

rules! 



Then and now: 

The first meeting was 

attended by six people: 

Dell Manners, Enid and 

Herb Brodsky, Bill and 

Lisa Butler and Mary 

Lou Church. At the end 

of the first year there 

were 104 members. 

There were 

approximately 101 

outings the first year. 

There are now 514 

members in the club. 

Last year there were 

approximately 271 

outings. 

 

Stories from S.O!: 

 

In August of our first 

year, the Herald sent a 

young reporter to 

accompany the club on a 

nine-mile, 1,740-foot 

elevation gain hike from 

Little Molas Lake to 

Putnam Basin.  He had 

underestimated what a 

seniors hike would be 

and at one point asked, 

in mild distress, “How 

far are you guy’s 

going?” He was 

unprepared and had to be 

helped out with lunch 

and water.  He worried 

about keeping up and 

found that his 20-plus 

year age gap wasn’t 

much comfort. When 

hearing the age of the 

28-year-old reporter, 

Marv Dworkin 

remarked “Twenty-

eight? I have shoes older 

than that!” 

 

On another early S.O! 

hike a young woman 

reporter for the Herald 

came along to do a story 

about Seniors Outdoors. 

She did the hike carrying 

her baby in a baby 

backpack. The hike was 

downhill on the way in 

and she did fine, but on 

the way out she couldn’t 

do the uphill carrying 

her baby. ChapPeterson 

took his wife Betsy’s 

pack from her and 

carried it in addition to 

his own, while Betsy 

took the baby in his 

backpack from the 

young woman and hiked 

out carrying the baby on 

her back. Betsy’s remark 

on the experience. “Oh, 

it was wonderful, his 

little head resting on my 

shoulder!” 

I guess the reporter just 

wasn’t old enough to 

hike with our club! 

 

“Rico Bruce”: 

Bruce Rodman got 

separated from the group 

after taking a wrong turn 

coming down from 

Grizzly Peak. After his 

initial big mistake, he 

did everything right. As 

the rest of the group was 

busy contacting search 

and rescue to help find 

him, Bruce got out a 

compass and a map, 

figured out he had gone 

down the wrong side of 

the mountain and found 

his way to a trail below.  

He made it to the 

highway, where he met 

some hikers who drove 

him out, took him to 

dinner, then to a cocktail 

party in Telluride. They 

invited him to spend the 

night at their home in 

Rico, where his wife 

picked him up the next 

morning. Since that day 

he has been known to the 

club as “Rico Bruce.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


